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ST—HE easiest route to Jenkin’s
Chapel—known locally as the
“Corkscrew Hill”"—is via

Rainow, a village about 34 miles

from Macclesfield on the Maccles-

field—-Whaley Bridge road.

Go straight through the village
of Rainow, and in half-a-mile the
road drops down, crosses a bridge,
and then rises again to a “T7-
shaped junction where the sign-
post points right to “ SALTERS-
FORD.” Turn along here to the
Chapel, which despite its designa-
tion is really a Church of England
edifice dedicated in 1733 and
rather interesting from the archi-
tectural point of view ; turn left
at a fork almost opposite the
Chapel. Follow this road into
the valley, with one or two sharp
descents and rather narrow in
places ; in a few minutes the hill
comes into view, and one can
pick out a narrow path outlined

by stone walls
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I—JENKIN’S CHAPEL

That first glimpse
of Jenkin’s Chapel, however, can
only be appreciated by a passen-
ger, for the driver should con-
centrate upon the bends and
twists of a road leading down to
the valley where, after fording a
tiny stream, the *Corkscrew”
hill really starts its upward climb.

The first section consists of
about 70 yards; after passing a
gate on the right, a rapidly
steepening gradient sweeps left.
Then in another 15 yards the
road widens out again, to give
more space on the left, allowing
competitors to choose their
approach to the next bend, which
is only a few yards ahead. During
competitions” this bank is fre-
quently used by
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observers and
spectators.

Now, when ap-
proaching point
“A” on the plan,
beware of a
gulley which runs
across the road ;
this gulley is
formed of flat
stones which are
slightly sunk into
the ground and
lie at an angle
which ' renders
them almost in-
visible as one
drives up in .a
car. So ease the
throttle at “A,”
for if the rear
wheels jump in
crossing  the
gulley, wheelspin
may develop and

S there will be
difficulty in re-

E W| covering  suffi-
cient road ad-

N hesion for mak-

ing a good climb
of the steep and
narrow  section
just beyond.
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Apart from this gulley, which has
taken many a novice by surprise,
there is nothing very difficult
about the first section; at its
steepest part the gradient cannot
be any worse than 1 in 3%.
The second section measures
about 60 yards, and begins with
a width of less than 8 feet from
margin to margin, bordered by
stone walls on each side. Soon
the road opens out to a wider
part, with a stone barn on the
left and a bank on the right;
another favourite spot for ob-
servers and spectators. This part
leads to a much narrower section
ahead. Coming up to the point
“B” on the plan, competitors
have a choice of two routes. (1)
keep well to the left, taking a
slight risk of wheelspin which,
in any case, can be checked on
the level ground which must be
crossed before locking over to
the right and steering into section
No. 3. (2) A competitor, feeling
that he has ample power in hand,
may hug the right-hand bank;
this means taking a slightly
steeper gradient for perhaps a
yard or so, and is the more
straightforward route. With a
wet surface, it may lead to

wheelspin ~ which  cannot be
checked quite so easily as in
route (1).

The third section, leading to a
double hairpin and the piéce de
résistance as far as Jenkin’s Chapel
is concerned, measures about 75
yards ; itis fairly straight, narrow
in places, running between stone
walls, and by good luck has a
recess on the left where com-
petitors may wait should the
hairpins ahead be blocked by
cars that have failed and are
being removed by man-power.

Now for the double hairpin of
section No. 4. This is approached
by a gradually narrowing path,
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