MarcH
—PBEING AN ACCOURNT
OF THE FIRST MOTOR

RACE RECORDED IN
THE R.AC. ARCHIVES

BT is never very safe to assert
|I that any particular thing was

the first of its kind on record.
Almost invariably some student
of Sinic history comes forward
and proves that the object under
discussion was in everyday use
in China in the year gqooo ..
Howewver, T have never seen any
claim advanced that the Chinese
had anything in the shape of a
Brooklands or Le Mans, so 1
hope [ can state without fear of
contradiction that the first motor
competition of any importance
was that organised in 1804 by
M. Plerre Giffard, of Le Pefid
Jowrnal, for “wvehicles without
horses, propelled by mechanical
means.” Even so, I am in danger
of tripping up, for actually there
was an earlier trial, staged by
M. Fossier, ol le Vélocipéde, In
1887, As, however, in that con-
test only one machine started,
a little steam quadricycle driven
by the Comte de Dion, the event
can hardly be classed as having
been important.

The regulations for the Pedif
Jowrnal trial were chiefly note-
waorthy for their extreme vague-
ness.  The entrants had first of
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all to undergo a preliminary test,
in which they were required to
cover fifty kilometres in four
hours.  Originally the time limit
had been hxed at three hours,
but this was amended, as the
average speed  thus  demanded
(zo0 m.ph) was considered too
dangerons by the competitors.
Those who came through this
first ordeal successfully were en-
titled to start in the trial proper,
which started from the Porte
Maillot, Paris, ranning via Cour-
bevole, Saint Germain, Mantes
(where the intrepid speedmen
stopped for lunch) and Gaillon,
to the finish at Fouen, a distance
of about 8o miles in all.

The first prize was to be
awarded to the car which seemed
to the judges (the members of the
staff of the Pefit Jowrnal, with
a leavening of consulting engin-
cers) best to fulfil the conditions
of being “without danger, easily
handled and of low running
cost.”  Entries pourcd in, so that
when the lists finally closed no
less than 10z “horseless car-
riages”  appeared  therein. By
some happy chance entrants were
required to  state  the molive
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power of their wehicles, though
unfortunately working diagrams
were not required. How valuable
these latter would have been
to-day will be realised when it
is seen that of the cars entered,
besides the petrol, steam and
electric vehicles which one would
expect, and those described as
*compressed  air,” " semi-elec-
tric,” " mineral oil,” ** hydraulic ™
and " high-pressure gas,” which
are understandable, there were
others whose workings, always
supposing  they did work, are
shrouded in mystery.  Amongst
these we have * gravity,” “weight
of passengers,” “system of pendu-
lums,” “system of levers,” “sys-
tem of pedals,” “electro-pnen-
matic,” “combination of animate
and mechanical motor” and “con-
stant propulsion motor.”  Then
there was an extremely wversatile
and obliging machine working on
“steam, compressed air or gas,”
three more  that  were, quite
simply, “auntomatic,” and, lastly,
the gem of the collection, which
was optimistically described as
“sell-acting,”  Unhappily, when
it came to the preliminary trials

(Corfirued on page S10)
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Abore ir the De Dion révan fractor, the fieed areival at the finish af Kosen.,  The deiver in the bowler bai fr Conete de Disn and bis

conspanion fn the * boaier ™ ie M. Georper Bowton.  Allthongh if aperaged 11.6 . Jf;..{l._qu’ Jrirked .»:.é-.w_.d af .a_u'.: ifx rivals, fhis eutfit
war wliimately exelnded from the awards list for reaton sef forih in the accompanying arficle,
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