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;BAKELlTEQREPAIR

Cne . of our J2 owners wrote to my Old and ingquired as to how to
i repair the cutout and fusebox covers on his J2. He had been unable
R to find an adhesive that would repair the bakelite material.

Mr. 0ld4 responded as follows:

‘According to my father-in-law, whois
a chemical engineer spacializing in plas-
tics, one of the big problems with Bake-
lite ' was that it is almost impossible to
glue or cement. For this reason it is
difficuit to repair broken parts or join
parts into an assembly unless some sort
of mechamcal connection (bolt, screw,
eic.)is posgble. He knows of no sclvent
that will dissolve it, s0 you can't “melt”
fthe broken edges together as you do
with. other. plastics. Adhesives do not
bond well to it because they cannot
‘penetrate the surface. The exceptions
. aré adhésives containing large amounts
“acetic’ acid; but neither he nor | have
been able to core up with any current
~brand names. [t has been a {ong time
since he wirked with Bakelite, so there
. may be new adhesives which wiil bond
‘it. If you know of one please get in touch
- with Barry at the above address. Let me
know as well thls is not an uncommoen
" preblern;.
1 have had ]:m:ted SUCCess w1th epoxy
cement. It doesn’t bond very well, but
. wel] enocugh where there are large mat-
.. ing surfaces’ and ittle strain on the
- parts, On' thin parts like your cutout

:_-'_; _cover you fmght try bonding the pieces
© " together: with  epoxy, then apply an

. epoxy-saturated patch of cloth or fiber-
: glass across: :he break m51de the cover

Another possibility is to bond the
parts with Permatex gasket cement
{(nen-hardening), a method sometimes
used back when my father-in‘law was
still working with Bakelite. This'is not a
very sirong repair, but the Permatex
gives a bit before it pulls apart. so it
works okay for parts not under tension
or torsional stress. A patch bonded
with Permatex to the inside of the cover
might alse help.

In a last minute call just before press
time my father-inlaw also suggested
formaldehyde or resorcinol two-part
glues as possibilities. Their _chernical.
composition is similar in some ways to |
that of Bakelite, so they might work, -

Editorial note:

I have had some success with

a "wonder glue" but don't

expect to buy it from a local
hardware  store and have success
for the shelf life is only " :
about 30 days (unless refrlgerated}




