INFOLETTER 37 Febraary 1976

Letter fron Dorking - Nlgel: Misselutlts

" The 'méans by.which your errent scribe keeps readars:up to date whilst hg
is imunm‘bui (zo that dossn't-meen thati T pov talk an ootwn highes) Tn h
deptha of Surréy-learning to bé''amawfioer ahd gemtijman', which means I uhn:l.l
now drive on-the gight and overtake on the lefs,

- Whilset at Dorking I am fortunate to be gble to attiend .the local nattes ant. .
the Black Horgse, Gomshall. Following this months wery well aubacribld and -
friendly netter, that is apart from some differing views. op. the rslu.t-i'rl marits .
of epaclels, replicms: and originslity,. it dldn't come to blowe, i an’pledsed to
s.l.? = e all had a little trial of our owh on tha jes. .¥We wers going to John
Wilidnaénts house to watch some £ilms,: no they were mt ‘but they did Aeve some
biue cars featuredl Aramis's ownar John Reid had taken some very good super .8
films of MMM cars in’ a‘ction. throaghout the year 'at race meetings, trfials, etc..
This prompted an: jdea thet it would be rather nice if we gould produce a Register
film as a yearly, event, offering. coples” to. members :at. & reasnnnhiu poat. this is
‘mv being tnvectimatud—mit ws vill hyve more TEws ard details of this net .sonth,

: Sad nous:lg thaf John Adams hes retired from C.X. Spares after holdlng . the
fort for 2% years, thank you John on behalf of 'us all, 1t's & pity that you.hgve
to glve up.: I must, sdmlt however, that 1f it means' that we can axpact. {w 566 you
and your cars out a,gcaj.n, then the gain mpreé than of' faets the loss, s e

. There will be further neys-of {.K. Spafes in the future, for the maant. e
are discontiming the Infolettér imvolvement until all is clarified. - .

If anyone 1s interested, Tyre and Auto of Headlrng can supply 3:50 x 19 hlock
tread 'von ty¥res at very roasonable cost, mantion my name and ask for Mr. K. Stowart,
you vill £ind hiz most halpi‘ul, if you wa.n‘l'- 'to #oe what ‘the tyres are like, then
havo g look at my car this season.

‘Am 1% appeara that I shell now be ablc to attaln 6000 revs in top,-and as
th#h Pepresentsa scrs 85 mph, I'as a member of the MMM D.A. have appfeached our
sieter body in the G.P.D.A. and asked them to incresse.ihc espape rosd faallities
al Silverstone, 'cause 1f I and others llke me; are going te get up to those port
of ppeeds or 3:50 x 19 tyres, we are going to need plenty of roomd ' In sdditdon I
have agked for the ra.:l.lua;r slogpere et Cops¢ to be bankod, that way we can all
play 'wall of d.ea.th! a.nd our ae.ra will fool at homs, .

An :I.n’wresting waning was spent by many MMM enthusiasts at the V.5.C.C. film
show, the programme was hoavily blased towards cur care, and proved most:enjoyable,
apart from somo !fella! who stood up and proclaimed that this did. ot irﬂicata
that they wore golng to lot all MMM cars into the V,S.C.C.

I¥ he.hed asked ug, we could have told him that, firstly vwe don't all want to
Join, mor meed to, amd secondly that if performance per c.¢. and standard of
turnout of cars was anarthing to go by, on standarde alroady shown we'd ‘mumqr slay
tam. on and off the track. -
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In the sackeloth and ashes department, I must epologlso for the lateness of
the last Infoletter, what with mnving, Chrigtas and going awg con a courss, we got
a bit behind.

Find of the month is that Mike Allison, whe has been looking for an R type
goarbox for his works NA for 12 years, has now found one, so wateh out this yoar
a3 he now has the rlight gear ratlos, Just goes to show some of the dodgos the
works got up to - hls car had an R box fitted originally!

Phil Bayme—Powall

1111 pitch stzaipht 1s bo the nitty gritty this time, ss epastfyom Brende
Hatch, things have boon quiet.

A point thet needs a bit of clarification, Iif mgnbepe can help, is-1tR&Y of. ihe
fixing of the F1 front apron. This differs from the F2 frent Apron that has &
topering louvros - just liké the J2. :The FL Irom the.photographg.d Ve sool,
has 8 tapering louvros-which ‘honce FimimH Fleht hohind-the fronmt number nlate.

This lueved ng' rodm Lie tho [y v Dct.agenal ‘holding down bolt Flxing:to:a slanp off:
the Pront ctoss tube. So how is the awron held down?s

Another problom. I've had recentlyl OB a fiow enginejiis: how to find-ioil.
pressure: “0n a_new-engine oty puts ip-odl}: tmd ustally . hy *turnin.g {:l;e atging over
on the startéh ihe oil predsufa copmes upito g figure of 5060 psi. 2+ Fatdihg thi's’
one then towd the gar dowti thé road, put it ¥rto secpnd and ' 'Jooh & decent-all {
pressure regisvers,. -Now what happens if:thig doean’ b worlk, Im;adiat.e ansver 1z o
prime the'oll filter and puip,” Now.what de-We meon by priming the pumpy Bocause ss
I fourd -8ut % doesn!t mean fuzt pouring oil i.rwia the :outlet pipe, (ap Pol.L.K. bypes
the outlet points up and 1z thus the only way uf’ filling- t'he ﬁil pump i This
procedure will only work if you have a.very worn pil pump.: priming upe ration
myst Fill the oil pump’samd the suctiion.pipo from tho sump. Now the way “fo‘do: this
ia using outlet pipe. from thé oil pump (turned end for ond'on 15.1. modela to got
the pipe ‘out to where you can get ab %) fit a olastic itbbe ‘over the end abd to the
other free end insert a funneh, ' Now pour oil*into _the Tunrsl, whieh will ran into
the oil pump, but if théipump 1s.ziy good; will ns::-p £ind {18 ‘way through. So we
migt turnthe’ oll, pump backwards '(by puttitig car into forwsrd geat apd pushing chr
backwards, of vice versa).  THis then sucks oil f{rom:the. funnel, ppahes oiltout
via the 'suction’ pipe and into the sump.: Many puirs of hahds are required to
hold the funnel as well as pughing the ear‘which is in gear. The fugnel hag to be’
topped up untll yob fasl fthat sufficlent oil has been suclked 'I:.hrou,,h to £111 the
oil pump, tho suction pipc and the sump fikey, 'Then conneet up the ol pump
dolivery pipe to the oil filt.er u.u.gh ghould " rlllad up with n.l.l, and on pressing
the gtarter button yourioll: prasquro is bock sgain. On the carlier czra, I belleve
the priming mgy be donesby Femoving the suctlon pipe connection to, tho oil pump, dnd
a8 thiz points upwatds, oll can bo fed Lato tho oi) pump; in addition the suetion,
pipe should be filled with oil, so that:there shall.be o air pockets between the
gump and the oil filtoery

Anothor, neghitive, tip: cthncerns valve.guides.  In,19¥, I had o hoad fitted
with Cooper.8 brotize. valve guides. It waso felt: thnt thesewould conduet heat away
from thoe valves quickcr thén the stnndard ones. In' addjtion ‘they ‘were ghorter, so
that they didn't project ipto- the porting as theé stendard ones do. They slso didn‘t
stick up above the top of the cylinder head as much as: the. Htundard ohes., The
head was also fitted out with KE 965 valves, triple valye springs and duralumin
rockers rll in an aktempl to improve thi gs. Thid hﬂad hag beén on the ND for about
18 months, snd’ ccmplatcl; owsrhtulecd pretty rcgularik, but “heso't covered a vast
distance. However op recently- removing ths head, 1t was found that only two of
the exhrust valves wers properly seating (ome of these had-g pigec missing) and
they were all a poor fit in their guides, auod frcm the hottos 'of ‘cach guide a trail
of olly tar was to be .scen. in the exhznat pcrtlng Tho, inlet walves and guidea
seem to still be in vqod candiﬁian, an I hove replaced the cxhoust guides with
standard, long guidua and left™he inlet guides. The lack of obstruction in the
inlct porting.is of morc bemufit than the lack »f obstruction in the exhaust porting,
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Another thing, also on the KD, that has required resolving, was the
infuriating hablt of cutting out on corners, bul only when racing, never doing it on
the road, Calin Tieche had a‘hectic tite when driving 1t at the April Srands Hatch
meeting. As mést of you know, the HD'is fitted witi am original Marshall 87 blower
installation, 'driven by twin belts from off the front of the crankshaft., So that
it all fits neatly under the bonnet - the carburetter is mounted faeing the firewall
with the float chamber between 1t and the cylinder head. 1%t now sppesrs that on
cornaring, especimlly right henders, we were getting fuel surge. We have cured this
by fitting twin float chembers, on on the inside and another one on the outside, both
bolted %o 4he carb, by a lomger central bolt (we tried welding tuwo together on the common
ba¥jo, but that broka{. The car now dashes round bends under full control from
the..carburetter, as its petrol lcvel is now beilng correctly maintained.

Incidentally, from ihvestl¥ations that Colin Tieche has been going into, It
energos that ull MMM rockérs have the same profiles and critical dimensions, From
this information it means ti:at the later rockers can be fitted to the earlier M.D.F,
types, reducing the reciprocating welght by half, to the benefit of improved revs.
Colin 18 currently producing new rockers and you will nead more about them next time.

Last time I spoke about a possibility of a further batch of J/M cranks; sc fer
T have had a few interested partles, but oot enough for a minimum beteh. Therefore
pleasc can you Hesitating members convince yourself you neod ome at the reslly good
price of £118, and dend me your ader with a minimum £30-£40 deposit. stating which
journal: aize’ gou want, 13" or 1 5/8%,

The ordera for the 8/39 crown wheel and pinlon sets ate coming in, and I shall
be glad to have a few more piease. These are suitable for road going sa well as race
goirg W tyfes, as well as the rmcing P type, or J type that has more powar to waight
ratio than standard. ' '

Graham: Mortin- (Black Horse Tnn. Main Styeet. Baaton, Beterborough)- ac-meaticnéd'in the
La8t LNIOLOLTEr, Oas proaucea the trim striv to the bottom of the P trpe“fand~§thgr)
dashboards; ~I've got a sample, which is very good asg well as being strongsr than the
vriginal chromed brass strip, as this is in 25g stainlese steel. The cost is ‘A0p per
foot to membeors and cerriage ls extra as ths length is too long for the GPL.

Last month we thought we'd fourd tho answer to lenking fuel tanks in Petsenl, produced
by Solont Marine Plastic, but the address given 13 of a-private individual. :We are
following this up and ‘hope o have further inform=tion next time.

Nick Sands, our inventive librarien, has come up with some more goofiles. First, he
hag produced so.o farther brochurcs. A4 double sided lcaflet extolling the P type is
ouirod with o road test by Blower of an early trials Fl. 4 four sidod brochurs covers
the ¢ type Montlhery Midgot and extols the succcsses of the previous year -and incliudes
Ex 120s reeord bresking. 'Cars for 1934' a two sided brachure, includes an interesting
closed coupe body by Abbey Coachvork om the I type.'All in a day's work' is & track
report on a 1934 K3 originally featurcd in Mutocar, and finelly, probably the best of
all, is the broshure for the R iype, something T never thought had heen produced,

411 thesa & leaflets/brochures are available for £2 for the six, and cheques made out
to 0.K. Spares Q¢ Ltd., should be sent with your oder to Nick at 58b Poplar Grove,
Maldstone, Kent. i '

Nick would like to bowrew a D or Q type laeaflet for reproduetlon, as thoso are the

only models which have not been covered. He has for possiblo roproduction, a leaflet
covering the P and N itype Airline apd Allingham boxicg, amd slso en L type Continental
Coupe, Nick would like to hcar what membera would like reproduced next. '

Hick also has some more works and period photographa avallable:
1. 3 =12/12 M types - side 4 rear and front .
2. 2 = Fl Salonottos - rear end threc gquarters nearside front
3, lose up of a J3 suporchargor '

4. Rear § pearside shot of' fbbey bodied K1



5, Hear # nearaide shot of Allinghem XA

6. Roar ¥ nearside shot of KN Saloon

7. 1+ 0 type shots - one in factory, enother of W.E. Hood at Donnington.
8, Near gnd offside views of K& (triple carburettor) englne.

9. 5 — aggorted K1 saloons, ingluding: interior
18. 2 - KX chnssis shets.

A= with the brochures, plesse moke your chegue out to C.K. Speres Co Ltd. (70p
s photo). and send off to Nick.

Cluteh thrust bearings from early Triumph Herals fit the M/D/J clutch bearing garrier
1n plaee of the 1 LNJT 1k boaring oow obsolete, F t-pes can algo uss 1f.1f a new
spacer is machined =s -the 0.D. is alightly different.

Rennult Dauphine starter ring gears fit onto the W/D/I/F flywhcol (after old teetch
are token off). Fit using the freeser/fridge on the flywheel and the ove® on the
ring gear!

F type. eke. dash pangl trim is the same as Austin 1100 glove pocket trim (the long
one) and one length is sufflclent for the top curved part of the desh.

Montionod before, bub probably worth rementioring, ls that early M3B gear lover gallters
nake good steering colum draught oxuders - don't get the chrome trim that goes with
1t if yoy ere geing for originality. The.carly cars have the comvoluted scetion
eocontric to the centre, which 1s why tho ocentrelly located later gaiters will net
sult, TYou willfind that you have to cut off .the last convolmbtion which ie narrovwer to
suit a thin gear lesver.

& chesp source of BSF nuts abd bolte wera told is Whistons, New Mills, Stockport
Cheghire, ns aro government surplus; high tensile bolts and other goodios arc avallable.

Barry Foster (Jasmine Gottage, South Petherton, Somerset) can now supnly P/N water

" pumps gt £35, original. pump sparcs also avallable. ; '
Barry ig also proceeding with Hobson Tolcgangea in conjunetion with John Marks. Those
intorested write to Barry with your needs for parts or whole units.
Alac Borry hos a fow new C/K3 wingstay end clamps loft. Gan any member help Barry
with the fellowing parts he needs: J/P or T fronmt exle, gearbox mounting cross tube,
3 J type clutech operasting €ingers in any comdition, a set of P oil filter: intarnals.
T rear oll drpin plpo, M type radiater, 4 forkod ends for radiator tle. rode, 2 P type
pullon awitches, and any othier parts of his C type replica. Alsc ¢an-anyome help with
n set of 4 = 5%mm {.d. liners with 0.7, of £0.7mm (2,375"). ' B

¥ick Sandg - sddress above - has for sale an original J type dipstick, and wants 6
P/L/N rocker box knobs.and would }'ke.to hear from nnyone who hes even one availsble.

Charles Landells’ {Holly Bush Farm, Brockenhurst, Hants) hes o seb of 4 steniard 8
pietons 57am + 50 thou {identieal %o Mis wxcopt 5/8" mudzcon pin size as comparsd with
the 9/16" MG pin size, that he would like-to swop for a 12 colt dynome or armature
that ho needs. Also wanted is a M/J sump,. rocker box, rear axle carrier cap, front
onging basrer, front shocker mounting piates (to springe) and & 2 carb D type inlch
manifold. FPor sale Cherlos has an N type bulkhoad end rear foot well (£2 each)

M type gearbox/prop flange with losther céupling(£l) erd several slow running rod
bracketa that bolt to the firewall.

David Smith (Spinnuy Cottage, Church Stroot, Chorcham, i Seventoks Keont) urgently
wonte. a J2 rear camshaft bosring housing, end en F type gesrbox casing; he has the
followlng parts for sale (or oxchange for mbova) top helf of P type windsercen, J
front ¢ngine housing J oil pump, J camshaft with cams robuilt and in good condition,
sundry brend now J and P -distributor parte, 2 sots of original J conteet brosker
polnta a DJ4HT distributor, ond a brand new J con rod {in box).’

i Mr. Benny Goodman (427 South End foad, Hornchurch, Esscx) is speres Secretary of the
Wolsley Hornet Speeial Club, and has a numbcer of rcor spring anchor bolts that he
feols sight suit MMM ears.
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Tony White (Turle Louse, North Stre«t, :Somerton, Scmerset) wants for bis J2, a windecreen
with supports, an offeide Tront curvad wingstay, cloteh, engine mounting brahketa {onto
chagsis) e parrallel bore vertical. drive yoke:. In exchange for the above needed parte
#e hos available a A windscreen with. mounting. hraﬁketa, a J2 retiote contrnl and a
bulkhsad plate (PA 1644/1907 AP).

Tony Dolton (44 Barn Drive, Maiderhead, Berke) has for sale an N type clundar head.
ciripped but seme valve gear available; two unused 5k X x 17" Borani wire wheels,

P type exhanst mamfnld, and s fabricated blower manifold (dumb iron meuntéd). In
sxchange Tony: would like some J2 bits, especially compléete oylimder hﬁad dnd elutech
msembl_',r.

T, F. Enginaer.‘l.ng at: Urd.t Dy Iu.ngsﬁitch Tradihg Eata.te, l.':l'u.el1:.1*31'&1;::111,t Glou are s form of
precision and prototype engineers, ar# can make up riew components to dravings or
patterns, end have the facility for spherical turning (e.g. steering ball pins} They
can .alss undertake mechanical work, and have had- experience of J, P and L ‘types. Also
they are familiar with the ENV 75 preselector geasbox.

Manfred Schleiasing (527 Gumrersbach 31, Haus Huttenherg, ‘Germany) has an'l, type,
bt with an N type engine exd would like to buy-or exchange for the correet L type
ENZ1NE.

Higel Musselwhite badly needs s J enging, J:heed and block will do,” this is not for
reasale, but is to form the basls for tae Ex 127 Replica.which ig”now wall on the way
as faor as chassis, body ebtc., but ms yet has,no sngine, can snyone help please,
Addresa at baclk. .

Fren the MaGezlne - Sewterber 1933

SOUTHPORT 'S BIG EVENT -~ Tommy Slmi.at.ex' {M.G.J.ﬂ.] Dacldive Winner of 100 milas
- k - — Bﬂcei
hy ougy Hnrt.hern Correspondent.

Viewed fiom the Ju.dgﬁsl Enclopure, there was a delightful ¢ .naistency about
Tommy Simister's driving in the 300 miles race at Southport.

_Before completing the first lap, Simister had overtaken all the othér 750ce
comaphitors - both blown ond unblown - go that to win his olapy he had: oBly to' retain
thiz lemd, The MG started with o credit allowance of Six lavwe; nono of "the' baichk-
mrokers eould hold 1t on handieap as he lapped. ataazdily at about 57 mph taking almost
exnctly two minutes for each lap,

After he had won the Delly Despatch hurml red-guimes cup and the £50 which
accompanies 1%, I.found Tommy: Simister very willing to chat about the Pasco,’ L faﬂzer
refuctant to a.ccapt any_crudit for his part thermin.,

'It1s all due to:the ear’, he protested, 'as wo discussed sand sornering tactice: -
in 5imister's attractive—loaklng garage, at Macclesfield., 'Therc wdsn't & single
misfire all afterncon, and the watey: temperature didm't rise above 80.° After the first
lap, when we wera doing 5,800 yovs -~ that's about BS mph ~ along the atraight, _
began to feel very confident that my J4 would do the trick. On one ‘secasion, we
actually touchad 6,400 rovs - but don't sny anything mbout it to ‘dbingdon, for there,
thoy don't approve of such speeds. Still, my experience proved that the J4 will stand
up Lo any amcunt of revvingy within resson, of course.

"For this littlo car the: Jp0 Mile Hace-ls mercly & pleasant Saturddy'afterncon's
outing, After driving to Southpert, doing the 50 lams of two miles,end returning to
Macelesfleld, I didn't foel in the loast fatiguod,
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The MG and it's driver combine to form a sipgle extremely efficlent machine.
Jugt a8 soqn as you think of a thing, the MG has done 1itl' .

'How did you manage ta keep gp steady at the turps?!' I asked. 'For some time
I was on duty at tha Southport end of the course, and I could not help thinking that
your tactics saved you several seconds on every lap. Many of the competitors came
to a ccmplete standsiill at the cornmers. but you kept moving sll the time'.

'Well, having ridden or driven at almost every meoting held by the Southport
Club, perhaps I've. learned a few tricks about sand.. In this partiotular race I kept
well to the left on app.roaunil:g the turns, braking hard and changing to third about
100 yards of so before coming to the actual cames. I kept in third, and then as saon
as the car had ite nose round, I flicked the pgear lever iInto first, revved to 5,000
changed to socond and revved to 5,300, then to third and about 5,500 and ﬂn..lly up
to top and 5,800 revs., all the way to within 100 yards of the next corner. By
keoping out to the left and then cutting charp across, hugging the flage as soon
a= I rodnded the bend, it lg usually possible to avoid the badly cuteup sand which
brlngs ﬂlanf cowpetditors to a stop.

*You tuned the cer pereonally, I suppose?! 'On the contrary; she was only
delivered twelve days before the race. We did about 800 mlles on the road, to ruo-
in the engine; then we took cver thing down, and fonnd that nothing beyond the
ordinary cleaning and adjustment was required. After re-assembly we hadn't time to
do any testing or tuning. In fact, we didn't acrrive at Southport on the day of the
race until 2.30 pm - and as you know the starter!s flaz fell at half-past threol

3o tho J4 did you pretty well, then, Tommy?'. 'I'm dellighted with her, GShe
went rourd the Southport sand course as If it had been a road' I must give the J4
credit for being an extremely easy wehicle o control, for meveral other cars were
obviously skidding to a very dangerous extont; my only concern was to avoid having
my oar smothored with sand thrown up by their broedsiding.!

fAre you entering f£or other events this yoar?! . 'Most cortainly - I really
bought this J4 for tha Ulster TT and next weakend shuo'll ba at Donlngton, where I've
entered another MG as well — my favourite J2'.

TaRENET EE BN

Offers of Gooda, Services or Advice contaiped in thig Infoletter are published

in good faith. All respomeibility as to price, quality, suitability or accuracy
of the Goods, Services or Advice is a matter entirely between the parties concerned
in any transactions. The M.G. Car Club [imited, cannot be responsible in any way
for any mlarepresentation or fallures and neither can they be called in to advise
or sdjudicate in eny disputes.

ﬁhwl S.Dear, Tithe Barn, Royberrow, nr Shiphsm, Somerset.
on,Secretary: Colln Butchers, 21 Mill Farm Way, Southwick, BSrighton, Sussex 3N, A4YJ

? Anthony Littlejohn, Uplands Cottage, Iampafiald, Oxted, Surrey.
iéauttu éﬁ;: Nigel Musselwhite, Montlhery, 90 Fosseway Avenne, Moreton in H’ﬁi&s
Infolat.E.; Bditro;_: Phil Bayne Powell, Kimber Cct tage, Glasierm Lane, Normandy, Surrey
Tac Advl

MDJFR. ﬂul.ln Tieche, 147 Hmblay Hill Road, Wembley, Middx.

- PLXN Ray Whitcher, 4 Statlon Road, Kintbury, Newbury, Berks.
Spares Jecretary: Nigel Watts, 7 Harefield Estate, Cambourne, Corrwall.

Gar_of the Yeps Scorer:), ,.ey smith, 5 Peter's Close, Prestwood, nr Great Missenden
etitjio cretary:) Bucks

Competitiong Jecretary:

Librarign; Nick Sands, $8B Poplar Grove, Maldstons, Kent.

Historlan: Mlke Alllson, 25 Meadow Closo, Grove, Wantage, Berks.

Year Book Edjtor: Barry Foater, 25 South Street, South Petherton, Somerset.
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