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INFOLETTER NO.55

Se teirber L9 7 9

TRIPIBl S Andrew Smith
Not one but two Register schemes are com1ng

to fr.uition in the near fuluref so those of
you rumbling in the backgrounil about any
apparent lack of actlvity have no justiflcat-
ion now. These projects are my own pet
Breakalown Schene and lhe proaluction of a ten
year list anai index of references to MMI\{ cars
and activily.

Por the latter \i/e ofie aleep gratitude to
Tony Margel and the magniLrlde ot the task
wi]1 be appr:eciateal riihen you consider thai
besides arl:icIes it lists photographsr charts
and diraw-Lngs cu1led from Lhe Car Club's
publicatiol}s dur:inE the perioal from January
L96B to Decenrber 1978. :tt therefore carrie!;
on from the siLnilar production by PhiL
?eckham which covered all Register sorlrces up
to 1967, ln A4 formal Tcny's opus ertends to
no less than 34 pages with some looo - plus
entires" Al1 this !vi11 be available 1:o
members very shorLly for a moderale charge ol
the order of 5O-75p which will buy you a
booklel in a smart colour cover, watch
"Safety Fast" for the official release dal'e,
buL Phil Bayrre-Polve] L will receive -ny
initial expressions of interest.

P oTos

Top - Silversto[r: '77. Wiart Krook and other
DLrL h n-. bars ddTr-'nq j' E ,s6- '

PA Ai riine
- A so Silverstone '7? - Gener:1-L r= l

of Ml4M concours entry.
Bc Ltom
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ndiy the Breakalown Scheme has achieved
\a:reasondble nunber of arlries, L.l-ough fufLLer
volLnLeers are irelcome, 'ln th1'.rv-four areas
of the lJl, dnd e\'e-) one oo LLe ContjrenL, tle
demons of mechanical derangement can now be
ballished by friendly, knoirledgeable, on-the-
spot aalvice and assistance. The presentation
of lhis essential informatlon wilf be in man
form wlth a key to yield up the imporlant '
addresses and rphone nunbers. preparation
ls now under !ray, bul a mefiiber possessing a
brand of low cunning very much to my tasle
suggests that Lhe initiaf issue should be
restricLed to those v/ho have actua-Lly
volunLebreal, A final decision on this polni:
has not yei been taken, but you have alf been
lrarneal i

Edt t,oria 1 by Ph-r l1p B-P
I b.p!.r iirl 1n,.. rr'il! i).: [,f lcsi nt.--]er: te!,

ait.,ri 55 is:,1.r., \rl_ rr.lr I i,.r,si l'.,r 'n.,,re :l.I
erricl,ed, anC i: .r{p.ia.r any sil( ces:Jr, i?ho !{e
aie str.Il I yy nJ io appo!nt (aoy offers
pfeaseJ r will be rnjecting neii life jnto
'his p.tbli r, r1 .66- 1o, ,ll g.e
hi y 6\ .-Lle.' s.ppor, ' o/,-r ifh,s

Pfease remember ]-hat Infol-etter is produceal
free of charge 1:o Mtlttt members BUT you must
send your 9" x 6" (A4 size) envefopes Lo
Tony Roodhouse, f4 Nelson cardens, Boxgrove
Park, cuil{lford/ Srrrr.ey to receive it every
two months. Please note that the postage isgoing up again shor.tfy.

Many people have been wondering rrhat has
happended to Lhis year,s yearbook and rre are
sorry to say tilat because lre have tried to
keep the cost do,,nn to the Club, the nelr f ir.nthat ',te are trying crrf ar.e holdlng uppro.lu.rtion. So piease be patren+-.

follo!,ning lasl ediL.,i:.iaL we hear that the
ceoff CoLes J4 has found a oelv home in
Germanl,, lrhilst the Seiman ::3 is in the hands
of Dan Margulles the London dealer.
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Dear Mr. Bayne-powell,
l: have read the correspondence in TnfoleLterregardrng Ehe consrrucrr"6n of r4MM 

"p;;i;i;--"'yi-.:h l::I"i:ins anser. Do you hor reallse,sl_r,. that the spate of pse,rdo K3 and O types,Dcy racer specials and b-lown UlLl.l t..ct ciis
.1:' 

very--larqely !our own lauir.? Why do ;o-tlaunl KlooS 1n public .rnd rhus un"ou..glpeop.ie l:o break the tent.h co[unandslent? Some
:Yler:,, prrt,cuiarty of C. J3, a d R t.ypesKeep thetr cars carefulty hirlden so thitoEners less tortunate shall not have theopportuhity to see them anal be so jealous thatthey attempt to copy. you should iote therr -
example.

yours sincerely,
Dc 5405

.--It is with_deep regret and sorrow that \,iehave heard of the death of Don Smith ..".nif"due to a heart attack. oo"," ,.iv-ru"iTi.""
I:,: i?^":pl]: -ro art competrt r"., *e.lu,-"idtru n1s cneerlul and ehLhus-iastlc attltud; atrne_many,meetrngs he regularly atteniEJ-wiri"
?i_?f*.tV m.tssed. ro h-rs wlie Lorna inJ---rdlrr-Ly lie olter our sincerest sympathies.
Your Lett.ers

'l worder v ( !,o.uL5 p- p ^ o.]o'- -1r - is lr [na. qr.ss ;sLl^ na.i o - I hol,e /lOO icar lc be used fcr its o\r/d sake,pfe:rsure it grves Ed)

De.i r. Phr l ,

dcq Lr i re
greener in

nol the only
and lhe

I lras "or- than sLlrpr:sed to reao ]ou.coi'n_en- in -n-oletLer Lo"49 th-, ,,manv DecoLesay rha, L'ev can'L be boLhered tr.in--lrrE--- -Infoletter) ',.

i
-3-



Personally l wish it was posslble Lo ju6t
belong to the MI.4M register and receive iheInfoletter alone without having to be a
member of the main MGCC and in effect palr
six pounds for Safety FasL. perhaps I arn
in a minority, but I flnd very 1itt1e of
interest in Safety Fast. More a-nal more ofthe magazine seems to be devoted to boththe moalerns allal coropetition notes and less
to the runningi a'Iral restoration of the
older cars" Everyone to thelr own and al1that, but lrhen the only interesting MG
readlng T g:et is i'r1 the MMM Infoletter, it
seems a plty Lo have to pay for such general
anal unspecific reading matter as that. con-
tained ln the Safety Fast magazine.

Tts all very \,/e11 bo call the MGCC 'thelargest one make car cl.ub in the world,--"
tn my opj.nlon this rs what ireakens thevhale cancept, as l just ii()qCer l-:ow many
member s with say {I4! types a-ie really
interesteal :n MGB rtsclnq rego.i.t.s and vjce-

Oil. i:i.end has advise,l m? i-tlat ihe Octagon
Cara Club w,1u1d cl1er .t,Jr riy oeeals better. ".but I hav-- t+ change .jlubc r:i ger Lhe sorrof reeC:r9 I r/anl ] 3!(e.tv there aae ot.her
memb.:rs l, lke nyse : a'.:

A i,trni .ha1qat. . i im aisi, i oeifbei af the
VSaC- He.e i.:. ; r,.trb * Jr3!. ts i, jrgr: .:.d, bJ!ls nai,,rrae .:)l- Cer: ing ,"!it ! a .-.::r:.i i "el,l cf-
bgirh years -oi .nr{e:r !h.:,rLJ lii:i s::lrier
ptoblems, iarn ni] p.:.,ni ..ri _.:e,r. a.i 1ae
MGCC. il,rine',:er , .a1,,l.i :-iiR iaieLv I"t--i: isj'on:tgnr.l , ir.., ...., 1n,;
V:iC( Brj, i : r .. , ..j:l r."
a.]Te-r ea.h q,,irrrer ds I Itrj.l ,i brifr
inf cinai-! ,,-. ,ina iirLlrs r n J.

I 'donde l.iJirei- hrr i i l,n.rir i)dai rirr :_rui .iiiCthai evel-i, athe: rpm.lsi leet! +,hj:t :l]ey g?t.
JaoC i,aiue t|?jln i he n,:arn MGr.t: lrnC I f,
ansiver t-r those Lvha ri,qhi say ,'v,rei;, ahr.
boche,._ 1^ Je d m: .'rrr r- ,i.,, ,:... ..-:
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thougit+- crosses my mlnd evary tlme my sLtb-scliption ls d.Lle up for rene\rai and so fdr,I hope you wail be pfeased to hear, rt 1sthoughl of m-issing out on lhe Infofetter thar
makes me pay up. Keep up lhe good work.

Yours sincerely,
Nigel Mifls.

TIPS AND HTNTS

Rod Martin, whose NA four seater appea"ed
in the inside of last lssuers back cover,
te11s us that Lhere ls only one rear hub
double bearlng that wtll fit irlthout machin-
ing the hub and that is the R and M 3LDJ4O,
the others are 489 lraaler.

He also asks if anyone can g.ive hIm iofor-
natlon, leads etc. about the Abbey bodied
N-types. He knows of three altogether .].n-
ciuding his own. the oiher t\do llving 1n
America.

Did you know the oiting afl:anqeme[t on the
K and L-types? fhe oil ftlt.er boul has +riro
hofes connectidg l,.rith t!,ro ho.i.es rn the siCe
of the blockr the Lear one conrects ta ihe
o11 fi-Lter and feeCs Lhe No.? main bearino
vi! a dr1-:IinJ 1r the b.l.Dek, ,\ihich goe$ r;liht
the way a.:r9s9 tr ihe otf sid.i of the b_L.i:k.
Th.j N.J-l an.J :earr $1r1ar bet:.xJr :1is !.irinecre.l
by tr c j I pi:€ i:ri.riei:i:xl ti'te b..f r:'a,rni, :ri ::he
bea.: rl3 trr...:.rrgs.

',Jc ei:er: .r, ;hs ,rtf s tCe 9{ the gl:r,ra(- lrhere
the reir,- l:qrl9 energes ts dn rli a:xs1..ilq rrrtf
ao oi : paesi;1t* gauge i-nke of t -li .1it ..,

cun-nett.s th:! r:ea.. hcle yr:l fh the {,::}.ti ria:,re
dtiliinj wt i.h, ruonrng par;il].Fri 1t r.!.!!: .-:i,'jr1;:
hf !e. e(eJr"-= behiod the cj_l f il.ter- .r--:,,.rr;
cn the reilr- srCe f'he exterijl i)!.i F,pe faieCrl r re [.,-r,t fr:n hcErrnq ard .]:,n.]4: :tcdJ
'Lakes aif Ir.oft t-he tront ef th4 rll fttt.er
hocsjng rLn wh]ch is a r19ht ,nEte g tlery
cconecting the ifon! arankairse hole nrlr-i1 thrs
e.laterna L feed pape.
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.: - rs evident t-hat lhe oil foi l-he
: - ::.Iing/head flcws out of the oil
:,,:: across the b1o.k to the offside and

::r-: again to the nearside to connect r,.Jith
:-a external feed. It seems an awful longi.r.'-, but T expect there is a very good
reason.

If the gasket lo the castlng on the off-
side is put on the rvrong way roundr as
happened on K3OO3 recentfy oi1 will go to
3 of the four main bearings and the oi_L
pressLrre gauge will gj_Ve a correct readinc
or' r'6 hCdd d.1 i I n a o rJ6 r,no \ I oe
st arved "

Steve Dear hds a contact in BrrsLol lrho
can suppLy Boot ES]l hexagon head set scr]ers
and nuts id ," t \/t6", 1,,, 7/le ,, a"a 1,,srzes with many variety of lengths, He aLsil
keeps 34 different BSI set scrrews rn stock_
Please sead your requirements t_o Steve ]learln Lhe fi rsl pLa.--.

If there -rs sufftcient demand for J2 blockslhese can be prcduced at roughfy E4OO. It
needs a good nuniber to lustify the high costof moulals etc. but shoufal be well worth it.please send your initial inqulries to phifip

SPARES FOR SALE AND I]iANTS

Tim Driver (56, Firth park Crescent,
Halesowen, W. Midlands) has an M-typereq-jring a cnassis, booy par Lerns,a._ole.dror pedal dssembl), sLeering box
and Crop arm, wiper: motor and winilscreen
and supports, He has for exchange for anyof the above wanted items a p-type camsha?t,L-t./pe clu:ch, F-type cylinder block andhead, anC . set of hydraufic back platessuilabfe for a J-type.



,Steve Dear (address at back) oeeds a qoodoffsade ha-Lf shaft and hr,rb whicir doesntiflop aboot on the splines. He a lso wants agood 8 tooth p-type pinlon for his diff.
Jo'1 CoLl.J '5), \onbrugh ..k, BLa.khad h,Londonl hos dn unusao 4.,t, x lg,. dnd a OO x19" tyres and woulai like to end r.rp with apalr of 18" or f9,, tyres by swopping/buying/selling. IIe aLso has one side 1"..a ""a "i.centre laced fgl' wheef and by a slmalarprocess would llke to enC up with a pair ofeither. He afso has for s:ilelswop a pai:r ofJ/P rear hubs, a f,, S.u. carb, and a -2

sectron pr.)p shatt (32,, x J5i,' tong). Al.soil. v .r sDo.,. I r.I. ,. j!.. r.r. ,

p i..rk them !p.
Rudy MoL.k-Ude (36, Or.il:n AveoLre S E-,

l,lrancaapol.r sr l,!inrresoia, tiSA) lrarr it., a set rri
E--type L,.1v,:1x ,te:rr shoc]|ets i{it}-1 illtis .roat
arms ar)C l)aar t-be iatllcwirrD Ltelns t.r sr,rop for
them a sirt of origlndi trjltrcr.rLors, I setcf j.ebuLLl J rear shockersr ser1.: of p-Lype
headl-rghts or t.B griiLe. He also rreedi upto 6 Lodge ltDl 4 plugs"

Tony White (Turle House, North Street,
Somerton, Somerset) has an NA 4-seater in
neeal of a centre panel wlth oalometer andswitches, dashlamps, fuel and temp, gauges"2 No. 18" wheels (swop for 19,,) R;tax dinamo(swop P-type one, ptus cash) , clutch inipect-ron cover. He has the followlng for sale orsrrop, a P-type wlnalscreen frame anal supports,tank cap, 3 J-type rods, F-type speedo ;ndJ brake assemblies.

Paul Thom.rs (Lantresse, Trewiogje, Redrut_h7
Cornwafl) requires these J2 parts, a radial_orsurround and grifle, rvlndscreen, pelr:o1 tanklsteer-inq wheel, sideflghts, headLamp shells,
door. Locks .rnd handles, and bonnet calches.
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Baril' Foster (25r South Street, SoirLhge:::erl-cil, Somerset) has for sale ao offside
a.:!d !!ear side front.hub, a 9144 diff. (tooi:h
Eissilgl , 2 No. se.cond_ ha_nd double row rear
hu-b bearings, ser- of g:ood. s/h J valve sprillgsl
new J-type camshaft, UL/D/.J /F bell iousing
conve_rted to J4 specification, 2 No"new J4lCenglne/radiator mounting for blown cars. i{ew
long plnion '7 /3'1 crawn r^7heel anal pinion, He
wants a J-type cyllnder head.

M" Lansley (13i Meadow park, Bideford, N"
Devon) is rebuiLdlng an NB - four seaLer-
He -ls missing the follo!\ij.nq a water maEifolalj.nlet manlfo.Ldr carburetlots 7 exharist mani-folds, dlst-i:l-bulor, sidelighls r c/,s alco.l
hand,ie, l"8r' spare wheelr spare \,rheel. carrier;
hooal frame, slilesot:eens, choke ccnt::ol,stecrlnq !,"heel, pe ro; reserl/e; dtpers and
seats-

Rob Dunsterytfl.e ip"C. Box 155r Wiiloughby,
Sydney, New Sorrth Wales, Austr::alia) is -
loo\inq foL a 9,tLC ivr-Iype ahas1.l_-.

TF.IPLE-M MO.ICR SpApXS {KimberLane, Normandy, Surrey ) offers
following ne!, MMM spares.

Cottag,e,
Elegnber s

Gla z 1er s
tl.e

I'|/C,/D/J-type wh te metal camshe-ft
bear 1ng s

g 9"50 a set

P-trype whlte metal
F-type
N/K/L-Lype whlte
bearj-ngs
(Please note that
with s-izes for a
the-2thcjrsl.ze
to be repl aced)

camshaft bearingsElI.60,,
€f2. Bo "

metal camshaft
e14 "oo ,

the fast batch was produced
15 thou worn cam - if you liant
pl-ease return yours for them
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P /J /F /L-Lype phostrh.,i bronzespring trunnlons
road

N-type front only bronze roadspring trunnions

e1.85 a patr

1E3.25 for 4)
Hardened steel U.J. bushes forpre-r36 propshafts \,/1th circlips€4.g5 for
Exchange prop shaft splders t{ith
matched bushes €9"OO
P /N /LlK-Lype original 5o6-type
shock absorber indicator dia1s,self adhesive, 55p each
Tultp inlet valves for
iin kE 965)
L-type front apronE
J /P /LlKlN-Lype btorlze
bushes
CIose to-Let:ance valve
far P lK!/t /N

KIN/P/L-type
E I" 80

81.4.?5
each
ea ch

M-type perrol
M-type ea-rly
frame s
M-tsype

M-type
6-bolt
plnion

_q r-i d:!

tanks
!splrt'-type hood

E J."35 each

E3B.OO eaeh

s i. 75

s38"oo
each
each

€1I"OO
eIo. oo
Et4 .25

each
a pair
a pair

side screen flames
rear sprlng valences
8/39 crown rirheel anal
sets

AII the above are now subiect Lo 15g VAT^In the book line bEETdes lhe MC World ,75,
!/e can norr/ offer MG International ,77 and
MG Yearbook 1973, a1l edited by Dick ili,ir alson,and-a1l at lhe bargain price oi ,84, and no
VATI:
A good response to p-type cranks means thatthese are to be progressed in the next 6months. They !vi1I be in EN 24T to theoriqinal LaystaIl pattern and \^,i11 cost aboutE25O. Please send your oraler anal a rliniEulnof E50 deposit.
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fhe .l-cra4ks' seconal batch is of 19 No. and
ale re11 aalvarlceal, reaaly for flnal gr1ndi[g
E_Lhirr the next month or so.

aise of smal1 too1s, Ian Davidson
While putting my PA together before alt

event recently I found I ras congratulaLing
myseff on the short time it takes me no\i/aalays
to remove antl replace the cylinder head. As
my mlral wanclered on while I v/as performing
the routlne t.asks I realised that one of the
main contrlbutions to my speedy mechanicking
was Lhe fact that over the years I have found
exactly the r.ight tool to do the difficultjobs. There was a time when I spen,. many
frustrating minutes fiddling with the quarter
lnch nuts lrhlch hold the carburettors on to
the inlet manifold, using an oralinary open
enaleal spanner. ff you obtain whal: is called
an obstruclj-on spanner, you r^,ill find this job
very much easier" I have a set of these
rangi4g from three-sixteen ths to three-eiqhths
in ahree spaonerg, They are qurte short ;nd
have thelr spannei: jaws at right angles t.r the
shaf,t. These wl1l also nake the job cf
bolting up your wate!' manj-fold much easier but
I can do better l--ha n Lhai . One .Jf mv iavourite
smal:l l.oo.ls 1s i quartei-rnah drive so:,et seL,
althcugh I have or:i.y twr s,r.keti lor it- yo[
Wqrrt be able lo find a quarae"-.ri.rtr 6Sf
sockei: for one of t,hese bur yoi.1 wi-ta be dbl e!
ta get gne lha!: is seveD-sixteenl.trs A!., ixhrch,
as T am sure yoE a1l k.cw, is ahe exact slze
of a quaraer BSF !lut- Wtth a tomny bar.
eraiin.r;:ii on shaft and a uo;veisdi. dii!.e ,,_thi-s

.;tt.tie trJcl. js anvaluab.le. NoE only Coes ii
ccpe ea:r',.ty viith lhose ?aie: illen.!tol il Auts butw.ith rts nni ?er,:af alrrve! Lhe i;sk ,li removinq
t:h.r dynlr'l, whec rde cy j. j-nCef head is s.tr jl r)n
ceaies Lg be tlle righi:mire it cd,r he, As.,{r:b
so many ihinEsi after I bouqht these t'or t_heir
speclfic jcbs I .row finC t-hen usefrrl lor all
so.rl- s cf other things as 1rell,
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The oLher itero which is much sought after
these alays is a crowsfoot socket. Thls
unusual thing consits of a sockeL spanner
rr,ith the half-inch drive alongside the double
hexagon rather than above it. A three-
eighths BSF ver.sion of one of these will make
your cylinder head nuts very much more
accessable. Onfortunately they are now rarer
than the proverbial hen's to6th and lf you
want one then you will have Lo make one for
youlself. ff you have a blowlamp which is
hot enough for silver soldering (much cooler
than b,razing) this is quite an easy job.
r'irsl get a three-eighths BSF socket anal saw
i]' in half between the half-inch and double
hexagon alrives. These can then be soldered
together next Lo each other" The important
thing is to file off the chromium plating in
the arreas r,rhich v/i11 be covereal with solaler.
Apart from that. the normal rules of soldering
apply; plenty of heat, the correcL flux and
masses of cleanllness" It wonrt look ve?y
pretty when lrou have finlshed but 1l should
work satisfactorily" Mane w111 take a
lorque of fiity pounds whach is f,ar i:oo much
for cylander head stuils. ideally you shoLlld
arraoEe youi L:ylinder head Etudb so tflat you
sal] get a 1:(rf'que w!ench ianc ei,
or er1l tie 1ruts. Howere!, I f, "t suppose
yot-l !r:]-L be4ile t-.a Jei: Lhem 3.Jer the 7ea.r
t*_o: t caD 'air'i lh,:Ltue *tci-he!: 9Tor!-"..,.

- 'I ccy Jenkrns
To nLahy peopre tie ,ne .Lrr.tat.ing feature

of many restiored cars is the siipplementaly
:llghtang. r-!sual]l yeL raw olr- oraylge l.e.
mDdern flaghers. Cars cf ihe m,Ld frlftrgs
iaith flash-iog rnd.Lcdr.ars reta:ined the wirlre
ftatL/(ed. rear set. i(p and if y,ru (:an corrv-li-rLe
loLrr MOT exalriner youf tr.r.r was m.ldif ied dur-
inE Lhar peraod rt shouid be possib.l.e to iise

Wirrng for !'iasi-ieas and other Exhibttt^onrsts
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ex-ist}ng front (torpedo) Light's ard the reat
L-ghts trourve chosen to conply $rith the law.
However these are usually of 2 falarnents 1.e.
stop/'l-ail and there isntt often reom to antro-
aluce another 21w buLb fof a f'_Iasher. However
l:his probl-e]lr can be ove-rcome either by usingrelays (as an export. MG tcls : lvaring diagram
in "Blower'r ). - whlch j_s raLhex .c-lumsy or by
using a 3POI,X 3I,IAY (.,,Break before Make,,)
roLary swlLch. .This has the advanLag.e of
switchhg out Llte brake .Light connection on
the side the flashers are swltched or! but
Ieaving tlle brake "Light on the otier side
woJklng side lLght-s a-re uDaf f.e.cted. f don,t
clalm t'he sysLem is legal b.ut the.n the la$r
relatlng to ofder vehac]es aren,t nrell known
3Jry!.ray. Frcnt side lights rna1l. require twin
filamenL 6 -... buLb holders but theie can be
bougirf for MlJ,s aod easiiy maale for p/N octa-ggnal type

f,t:Ufll*
kl'/ {,laactt)
g"P twit A

0

,aazl ,Ycar !t/t {ttv )

stdf js",ki

0
o o@ @@ 8\

i
,!

flas/ttt
|ltr,t

o .'\

. st"p /tgdl
(.a e filant,t) ysdq . Jtof Llt

(2tn lk,,rj,t) Wtd..

In norrnal position all (1),s connect with a1I(4)rs and stop lights operate norlnally and
Flashers are dlsconnected.

-12-
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Turning switch to ,,left,,, contact (4)'s
connect wiLh coniacts (3),s and flasher unlt.is connecLed Jeflt front and rear 2Iw ElIa-
ments and stop light remalns connected toright r.ear stop llght.

Tur,]ai-og: slvjt.ch to "right,r connects (4)'s tocontaet (2)rs and Lhe opposite is true.

Back nun ler.s oi the I4.l4M Reqlster year Book
far 72, '74, 15, 76, 71 and ?5 are avallab1e,
price EI"OO each,. f-rom the Library. Also
avallable a-re ce-rt.aln copie.s of the Bulletin
anal InfoieLters prlce EO-25 each., A few
copies remain of the ear1le! Index (May 62 -
De.c 5?J and the Ext-.racfs iron Infoletters
i-13, price SCL"5O and eO.25 respe.:tlvely.
l Chaquesi payable. fo lhe MGCC Ltd.)

F-r:cm:- The Libra-rian iRoger J. fhomas]
Kimberley House,
3, Kenmore Ciose,
i<ew r S!.rl:rey,

i 1nt-eod to expa.lra t}1e --r_Lbr.a_ry so that. 1t
includes the Class:Lc MG boo.ks of the thlrttes
s.uch as Cofi]]rat, Circul,t Dust, Wheelspin etc"
If any nenrber has spare coples of lhese or
any of the other hard to find tltles and
would be generous enough to donate or se1l at
a nomlnal charge that \,r'ou1d be greal:ly
appreciated,

(Roger hopes meriibers can hetp him with the
foI1o!,7ing PA spares. an unchipped camshaft
bevel gear, an uncracked crankshaft pulley,
rring nut for foot brake adjuster, rear boaly
brackets, body U-bolts (one long, one short),
brown s 1o!i running knob.)

News from the I ibrar'idn

Infoletter Futu,re P lans

Rog e-. Thomas

It has now been resolved that lnfolett:er:
will continue, as Mike Hawke has been per-
suaaled to take over my role as editor,
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I-Ie \,rri I be pr.odu!:rnE .:I: every 3 montfis rr'ith
covers an.1 .lueljtlr printing as at present.

Hoinever to rea!:h a wider readership within
the lic Car Ciub .ne 2-sided Infoletter v/i11
be issued in Safety Fast about December,
after uhich !.i1]'h Lhe increased s.a"e"
subscribers ]]he Infoletler wiff continue at
l-rtontaLy interva ls as before.

So you:. letters should now go to Mike at
Il7, Upper y!"estwood, Bradford on Avon, t{if1's.
nol tc ?hrfap B-P (rnho is now hoping to get
a .. . s.- I l-rs ..-rs
lcui srampe.l addresseal envelopes are stijl

!o be sent [o Iony Roodhouse, 14, Nelson
Gerders, B.rxglrrtve P3rk, GLrlldford" Surrev.

THE SIECIA], SPE'J IAL Len Bul1
!l.r L .r .r r ! I . L -- s I heai. the eclLtcr:,.iay? ihats

wi,r i,e rr.ra t ior. rIif alett ea s,J v7i'ry i as{
i,,u s,.r a iii,r we ne.t get r-.1orrc lrembef s wra lt: j irg
tirer' ,iri:ie bit for rni.iL--tter, ia i:t nty
guesi iir.:,: we are aj I Lo busy rebrl Ldirrg
maln!araing oa eartiinq cnough monel, .c, pay
for cur cars, it is usuaily a ccmbrnattcn
of dll three lhat sLops me-

Well you may ask why have I a pen tn ml.
hand loday and not a spanner? No I haven,t
co-rne lnlo enough money to have my o\"/n
nechanic, just a slmple case of temporary
incapacitation.

So lrhat can I lrrite about I ask? Specials,
that it isi-.: r i.:i!"rhere my opinion diffeis
from a few others (afready expecting some
construct:Lve criticisms from fr:iends in the
anti speciaL league ) .

ft js my oprnion that speciafs buill !./ith
some certain siandards in iniod i.e. (non
mixing of different tegrster parLsT anal of
course t-he stan.larC of -vrork shouial be high
enough to satisfyT dare 1 say -it a concoursjudge) should be very h,eicome nuch less
discouraged !./ilhin the iegister:, after alf
ther.e were many MG special_s berng compaj.lrned
in the 3ors Tonnny Hortons car, lhe Evans
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brothers c/O and many other.s. The speciaihas been a part of our motorlng hlst;ry
d]-os i n .o ' e oao-Lnn no ol no'or i-ghistory. Lets also not forqet that lhe
spL r.r ..t _ocJJ. rf t .i o.rl on 9J d\,rorkman flke lines and is reasonabfy s;ccess_fuf in club evenls in lwenty yedrs lime wifl
have a history a1f of its own.

It -lvltl be arqued that rf a member manages'o o,\ o P. ., chassis r-1,-Lnq ledr .-d ^no r^bpc .us^ ei, h. , -[l ,h- o ]e. p,r,s "i-al,allable or can be made he should re-Droduceo , s'ou o ae fi'ese'e.. sho.lu r-,
rebLlald thesc cars in there origlnal form oror i rol ro b- 'oo(ecj o. .s p,o-
rciataon if they are bor.Lt as a speci.ll

Let us Look at Lhe compel-1tion and the .jash
side of rt, I am sure that .t \,rell t_urned out
J or P speclal rvill illve d genLtrne J4 a qoo.i
ru11 tor i-1,S marrtcy there 1S oI c-oui Se r1o
Ie.lson ,rhy rl shoujd not, lets aisc saj' Lhaf
1t you are ractng a J4 or a O-type yoo.1r.r
racing a 1oL of money, hovj mua:h longelr at'e
Lhese drlvers prepaued to r.isk such hlghly
rated inveslments. To ansr,ver my own question
for a fong time yet l hope but if they are
not going to be raceal, and rve still r,/ant to
see some real1y quick pre war cars racing it
\,7i]1 lnevitably cone to the less highly r.ated
less expenslve specials.

At this pojnt f woufd not like to be mis-
understooal the last thing I want to see is a
meeting fulf of specials, indeed I think that
the situatlcn at the moment with so many \,ieL1
turned out J's Prs etc. is excelf.nt.

So r./hy not weLcome the special a titlle
more/ I have heard no groans about- the latest
rebuiLl speciaf "B.,,ngazoo', anal wha1: is lhe
difference between t ebuilding a special buifl:
in the earfy 50's and buifding your own today
I am sure there are many members rrho would
like to create their or,/n special, if it were
not for the fear of hearing every time it
become the topic of conversation, but its
not originaL i.s it-
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It was recently poirated out lly Mlke Hawk?that'\,rhen Lhe regis,t.e_r: i/r'as sta,rte.d it was
envlsageal thaL l-he maximum rluDber-s -of c.a_rs
expecLed to reglsler would he about 1OO, attIaL 1'ilne I would have been incl,ined to asrae
Lo encourage fllemoers only to rebuild ther6cars as o.rigi,nal a_s posslble, brrt.no!\, we haveover 2,OOO ca-rs ajnd I aln s.ur.e ve-ry many veEyorigi.aal cars.

Replicas ite!:e is another thorn in the sideviy aoi call l-}.em spec_ials (a ro.se by any
oi.ber. naEe goes as fast.) o-r somethina 1ii<eiiai-
_I irope I have not put. to many c.ats in thepigeon loft buL that .some of nry remark.s may

b-ave glven food For Lhouqht.
P.S. No f anl not in the liddle of burld,nga_specla1. PPs super idea about exchanginfaalverts for L-Ips.

R.T, uorton. who is by trade a btewer Isearled raclng rn 1920, with a 1913 l,torgan
whtch he converf,ed ilto a racfng car by.reno!'l n9 w_:ngs and exhaust systim and Igenerai.Iy ',horrJrg up,,. Encouraged by a
nurnber rt s,lccesses, he I.1er acqulrea an"Aelo" MorJdn i,nd competeC rn *-h; Co.Lmore Cuplri.al and used tl extensivery rn r.elrabilltyLr:ials unae, ibe guidah.e of-l,tr_ Morgan, wrihtihose ass, .. a1-c hi s.,cceedei ,n wrnorng anur.ber a.J i rrsi.-ill.asr J-,rarCs.
.ln i921 h.. oj,,gl.r strr I an.-lher lilorgan, thistime oDe {h}ch nad colr.ipe+.ec rn the 2o5 milesraee at Bra/aill:.!nCs. 6nd a'iti,; this ca! ga;inedaboui d0 tj.tsts jn sand laces at penaline,

SKegr€:ss .trrcl Saui-hport. arsc be took pari on.J.car;: a,ns jn 1llofcr-cyd.ie i!]eeljngs at, tsrook_]ands, ai rhe f -j.jsL L-C.C l4eetinq winnlnq t_woerc,rl.c 'L speeds hrghe-r tndn irry ,/hrch ha;pie.,Lu,jsly rleen pLlr up by Mo-rgdns, the fastestr.1p speed be]"og 98 mj-les an hu,j, ,

FAI/DUS DRI1ERS OF MG CT,RS .., ".,.R.T" Horton
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The first roail race of real importance wasthe Ulster T.A" af 1929t and for-this eventhe entered a six-cyLinder supercharged
Amilcar but, unfortunately, was foried toret.ire eaxly in the race with coolinq troubleswhich also put Vernon BaIIs, who was drlvinga similar caL. out of t.he race.

fhe 1930 1.T. saw him at the wheel of aRiley lrith which he won the class anal set upa new course recoral for cars up to l,Iooc.c.His fj-rst appearance lr.ith the MG was inl93I !'hen he finished seconal in the Irish
Grand Prix at phoenix park with an MG Midget.
anal was also a metdber of the winninq team:
He entered the MidgeL for Ulster, b;t afaulty carburetter castlng led to retlrement.

In 1932 R,T. Horton surpassed al1 h1sprevious recorals of acblevement and lvon the
coveted cold frack Star a$rarded by the B.R,D.C. to a melnber who gains the greaiest nrrmberoI mllk: for track racing successes. Duringthe 1932 season Horton had concent-riateal
entrrely on t Lack racang lrtth the MLdger)
whrch he had hande.l ovei to Thomson aodIaylor a1r Brookl ands tor speaial preparatjcn,
and bad f I t-+-ed a special strearnlrne<1 s:ingle-seair:r bod)) of Jenson man-ufactufe, thus
alakinE the car very fast indeed, sc otich sc,rn faci, thet ln the eerly pirt of the yea:.
he iapped rhe outer cti-cuit of BaooklanC€ at
106 miier ,rr: hol1r, -lmp:"oving Lh:ts flgute
.icr:et .)rr by puttrng 1n a i,rp .-!i i-t5,25 m"p.n.
ber! 1n., the bestr Lap speed lrhrirh .it ihd! I rrne
b.rd beea: r'-laorded by Geor-gc gyjtclr !n r'tre
!t,ig,c ir'j!d,Jet,

rinCa,.rhtedl y t.he nost outsiarllr1g ach,,e].e-
te.r' Cui'Lrg r:he 1-))2 se4s.-\r: .Gas ih+ wrnnrn.J
ail: lire B R.D,C. 5CO miie$ ii:|.:, in wtr1.i.ii he
fr.:d .i,{.. BarE-LeL:i- dro!:e the j;.r,gle-s{lalea
l4rige!, c.net.rgin,l orer 96 mr l:a:s ail h.jrlr, !.r
,iidrt:a,n La ah(: Lrirck successeai he -ri,.,)rr lhe
I,IOO c-!-., ."ioss .rf Slielsley Wa[s]r !i! Sept-em:
bea, 1.912t sert:oE ,p , ne\, .i,r!s record bt
making a cl-lmb wrth the Horicn spectal jn
44 4/ 5seconds.



Three outstandinlt successes are to ]ltr " Horlon,s
credit- dur1ng]933: fi!:st of .al1 he won the
75O c"c" class in the Avlrs Track Race (Germany),
and during lhe B-R.D.C. Empire Trophy Me.etloq
set up a ne\,,r 1,1OO c-c" class Iap Eecord fo_ra
the outer circuit ai Brooklanals on an MG
Magnette whlch he had acquired at the beginn-
ing of the season; the actual figure for ihe
1ap was 115
record set
114 m.p.h",

At Shels l

.5
up

ey

m.p,h", bealing the prev.iou.s
by A. GoutLa on a Salmson at

hich had stood for three years.
Walsh lrith the MG MagneLt-e he

won the 1,1OO c.c, cla-ss for sporLs cars anal
Lhree speclal cdpq 

"After putting in 90 laps at 1O8 miles an
hour'. anal whilst ]-ylng in second place iD lhe
B"R.D.C" 5OO miLes race, he was forceal to
ret-lre with crankshaft t.roub1e.

Hortco's athie?emenfs are far more easy to
write ebout f"han irhe man himself, but one
poj-nt is 1,ery certain, he thoroughly under-
stjaids lhe sporf". both froin the raci.ng and
ftechanicai ang:ies, and there ls 1itLle dou.bt,
that as l1me goes on, lre shail see this fine
drlver more in the llmelight than ever.
(from UG l,lagazine Ncve1l1ber i933)

BARC Gurston Dolvn Hill Climlc,
7th Oclober. by phil B-p.

The MG Car CIub were an inviteal clutr aloog
r^rith the Alvis and Lagonala Cfubs, ajral ve were
given a class of our own for pre 1960 cars.
This year the K3 had Tony Miles, blown pB and
a PA of Ryan Hodges to play nith together fiith
a couple of 18OO MGAS of Iain Work and Don
Blshop.

The event is about a mile frcm Broad Chalke
which is 9 males SW of Salisburv. The main
paddock rs in amongsL Ehe bd-r9 wiLh Lractors
and tra:L1efs lurking .in barns anal a alonkey
braying to aald counterpoint to the 5OOOcc
faclng cars.
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Gutston DoI^7n hill clinl]] is well named " for
one actually goes alown fron Lhe start, along-
side the edge of a cornfield to a tast lteft
hander. This bend looks worse than it actua-
f1y is and if you are brave enough lt can be
taken flat out,. The r.oad carries on round to
the lefl on the level sklrtlng the field wlth
a bank on the Light. until one has to brake
sharply for a 75o right hanal turn up hi11,
into 2nal gear, followed almost lnunediately by
another lOOo right hander bringing one back
parallel to the bottom roaal. The roaal is
flat for a bit but then steepens quickly
before the next benal, Ashes, a tiqht Left
hander from lrhere the .road rises to the f1n-
ish 1ine, with the ca-rs cl1mbing up through
the gears,

Eventually the K3 beat Tony Miles trime of
last year to win the class anal put up a oear
best time of class for some of your other keen
chaps to have a crack at nexl yeatr" The ?B
also beat the two MGAS. so MMM honours lrere
uphe"Id,

|]IIR OI TFl]]] YEAR AWARD AS AI Jst OCtobeI ]979
''llrrr -.\rre

: Tony Dol ton
I Steve Dear
,1 I.rn Il.lvison
5 Peter Cranage
6 Mi kc Hcwso ll

7 AnCr.ei,r SmrLh

B Tcny R.roChoLr se

9 Al:in cr.ss.nl
10 Clia rs Lewrs
LL Derek Moore

f2= Rocl S i o rrnes

Lt't
B9

68

45

4l
40

3l
33

31

26

23

22
f 9.

J2

P

PA

PA

N

J2

PB

PB

PB

PA

PA



l2=
12=

I5
16

t'1

fB=
1B=

Ian Coxen

Patrick Gardner
John Wilkinson
Peter Warne

Ron Yate
George Ward
T1m Hunt
E. Kirkland

PA

J4 rep,
J2 s/c
K3 rep,
PA

K1

Bongazoo PA

PA

22

22

2a

I2
tt
tc
10

10

Offers of goods, Serviaes or ;Advice rn this
InfcleLter ai:e publ.ished in good faiLh- A11
responsib lir:y as to pfice, qua-Lity, s,Jitabillty
or ac.uracv of the goods, Srjrvices cr Advice
is a inat'ter entLrely betlveen the palties
conce!'ned in dny transaction. lhe 14.G. Car
Club c-r r^t oc neid respor.sible in any way
IOr any m's-epJ'esenL4tion or fa!luj-es, and
neither. can they be called in to advise o!.
adjudicaLe -Ln any alispules. In addition, io
colpany or comflerc ia1 o.gdnisaLion nenLioneal
nas any connecLion w:Lh che r4.c. Car C-Lub orIts Registers.

PHOT. S

Top -
Bctton

I9J4 K3 - Io( atlon urknown

- coldie eardner in EX135 with Horton,s
offset single seatea bcdy record
breaking on lhe Frankfurt eutob.h., "

H.B, Shaw!s ND Magnette in the Gloucesler
Trial with !dofly bird, passeng.er. Car
no],!7 owned by philip Bayne-poi/e11.
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